SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
themselves, firstly, to a population that is conditioned
neither historically nor dietetically for revolution. The
Left must therefore dwell extensively upon the peace-
ful potentialities of the final re-adaptation, a peaceful
change that may well take place in the absence of war.
Yet, at the back of the mind of every English Com-
munist must remain a sense of the ever-impending
catastrophe. There is no need for us, after the manner
of Fascists, to accept the necessity of war as the basis of
salvation. We may be saved without war. At short
notice, however, a matter only of a few weeks, the
food supply of England may be reduced to the whole-
sale starvation level. At such a moment, which may at
any time fall upon us, it will be needful for the Com-
munist to display such powers of leadership as alone
will win. Desperate, hungry workers will then have to
be led against the machine-guns of the ruling class.
Fascism will rear its head and will have to be crushed,
physically and with blood. The penalty of failure in
that struggle will be a regime of military dictatorship
as alien to the various historical perspectives of English
life as the dictatorship of the proletariat, its only
alternative. Yet these alternatives may become realities
in England, and the Left will have no important
history before it unless it can face these issues. As yet
these issues are faced only by the dominant class, in
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